
Manga (Japanese comic/graphic novel) 
 
(1) The current status of manga in the US market 
 
In February 2007, entertainment news site ICV2 made an announcement at New 
York Comicon that graphic novels had surpassed comics in gross sales for the first 
time in the US.  In 2006, the sales of graphic novels were $330 million, versus 
$310 for comics.  ICV2 has attributed the growth of graphic novels sales to 
increases in the release of manga, increased numbers of female readers, and 
increased attention to the medium due to film and TV adaptations by Hollywood.  
 

[Table 4-1] Gross sales of graphic novels in the US 
Source: ICV2 and Nielsen Book Scan. Edited by Wowmax Media! 

 
(Million US$) 

 

As for the sales of manga, established franchises like Naruto and Bleech are doing 
very well due to TV exposure on American cable networks.  It is interesting to note 
that popularity of titles like Fruits Basket indicates that there are significant 
numbers of teenage girls purchasing manga. 
 



[Table 4-2] 2007 Top 30 Manga in the US 
Source: Nielsen Book Scan. Edited by Wowmax Media! 

Note: Index shows the ratio in comparison to the number 1 title. 

 
 
 

 
 


